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(1) Michael D. Pham , 



(3) Andrew Lee (reg. 60, 371) . 



(2) Cam Y Truono . 



(4) Bart Sullivan and Robert Jensen . 



Date of Interview: 22 August 2007 . 

Type: a)S Telephonic b)D Video Conference 

" c)D Personal [copy given to: 1)[3 applicant 2)S applicant's representative] 

Exhibit shown or demonstration conducted: d)D Yes e)D No. 
If Yes, brief description: . 

Claim(s) discussed: Indepedent . I . 

Identification of prior art discussed: Szabo . 

Agreement with respect to the claims f)D was reached. g)Q was not reached, h)^ N/A. 

Substance of Interview including description of the general nature of what was agreed to if an agreement was 
reached, or any other comments: Applicants' discussed the invention with respect to the claims, and explained the 
novelty of the invention. The proposed amendments and arguments proposed by Applicants' appear to overcome the 
cited reference. Further consideration and/or search would be reguired . 

(A fuller description, if necessary, and a copy of the amendments which the examiner agreed would render the claims 
allowable, if available, must be attached. Also, where no copy of the amendments that would render the claims 
allowable is available, a summary thereof must be attached.) 

THE FORMAL WRITTEN REPLY TO THE LAST OFFICE ACTION MUST INCLUDE THE SUBSTANCE OF THE 
INTERVIEW. (See MPEP Section 713.04). If a reply to the last Office action has already been filed, APPLICANT IS 
GIVEN A NON-EXTENDABLE PERIOD OF THE LONGER OF ONE MONTH OR THIRTY DAYS FROM THIS 
INTERVIEW DATE, OR THE MAILING DATE OF THIS INTERVIEW SUMMARY FORM, WHICHEVER IS LATER, TO 
FILE A STATEMENT OF THE SUBSTANCE OF THE INTERVIEW. See Summary of Record of Interview 
requirements on reverse side or on attached sheet. 
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Faxed; Return to; Maureen Golob - (5472) 
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Informal Communication 



To: 



From: 



Date: 



Re: 



Examiner Michael Pham 
Fax: 571-273-3924 

Andrew Lee (Reg. No. 60,371), 650-324-6351 
Townsend and Townsend and Crew LLP 

August 21, 2007 

Application No, 10/766,758 filed January 27, 2004 

Proposed Agenda for Interview Scheduled for August 22, 2007, 1 1 :00AM 

PST (2:00PM EST) 



Examiner Pham: 

As per our telephone conversation on August 17, 2007, please find below an outline of the points 
I propose to discuss in an interview for the above referenced application. . 



I, Section 102(e) Rejection of Independent Claim 1 
A* Proposed amendments to Claim 1 



1. (Currently Amended) A method for a computer system c omprises 

comprising : 

opening a first file describing a first obj e ct in an object environment jfflBi&&i2S 
the i computer system, the first file includingj^pecificfll^ 

deter mining, from the specification of the first object a reference feftoa second 

objec t, wherein - th e- second object inoludoo o foot plurality of pubU^ttributcg end a s econd 

plurality - ef privato at frfetetea; 

receiving a second file d es cribing the se cond obj e ct from a storage * oyptom; in 

response to the reference to the aecond ofrectJihiLftecQ^ Qf the 

second obiecl_t he s pecification of the second object including information idenn^OTfi^y^ 
of public attribute*? of the second object and a plurality of private attrihuteflJi^^ 

np ^ing thp flPrnnH file dfinfitibing - tho second object in the object environment: 
determining a modified value for a public attribute fe om the first plurality of 
pub li c a t tributoo for of the second object; and 

including, in the first file 4 the reference &*&the second object and the modified 
value for the public attribute a£ the second object; 

wherein the specification of the second object is not stored in the first file; and 
wherein values for the seeead plurality of private attributes of the second object 
cannot be modified by users of the first file. 
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B, Features of the present invention 

1 . Embodiments of the present invention provide techniques for building 
computer graphics models that incorporate shared components 

2. One aspect of the present invention is the definition of public and private 
attributes for a shared component 

a) A public attribute is an attribute of the shared component whose 
value may be overridden by users (e.g., modelers) that reference 
the shared component in a model 

b) A private attribute is an attribute of the shared component whose 
value cannot be changed by users that reference the shared 
component in a model 

3. In one set of embodiments, information identifying the public and private, 
attributes of a shared component (i.e., which attributes are public and 
which attributes are private) is included as part of the spec ification of the 
shared component 

a) In this manner, a creator of the shared component may control how 
downstream users use the shared component in their models 

C. Distinguishing features of claim 1, as amended, over Szabo (U.S. Patent No. 
6,768,486) 

I. Amended claim 1 recites, in part "receiving a second file in response to 

the reference to the second object, the second file including a specification 
of the second object, the specificat ion of the second obiect including 
information identifying. ■ ■ a plurality of private attribute s of the second 
object" wherein ' Values for the plurality of private attributes of the second 
object cannot be modifi ed bv users of the first file." 



PAGE 314 * RCVD AT 812112007 3:05:25 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-3/14 * DNIS:2733924 • CSID:6503262422 1 DURATION (mm-ss):01-30 



AUG. 21. 2007 12: 12PM TTC-PA 650-326-2422 NO . 392 P. 4 



» 



To: Examiner Michael Pham August 13, 2007 

Fax; 571^273-3924 Pa S e 3 

From: Andrew Lee (Reg. No. 60,371), 650-324- 
6351 



2. The Office Action asserts that Szabo discloses private attributes of a 
second (/.&, shared) object because Szabo describes inserting an 
"XModifier" 302 into modifier stack 214: "XModifier data 350 causes an 
XTC object to be associated with the geometry object. . . the XTC object 
can take appropriate actions, such as to ensure that certain defined 
properties and/or constraints are allowed to flow up the modifier stack 
and/or to influence changes that are made by highei>ordered components 
within the modifier stack." (Szabo: col. 19, lines 33-57). 

3. The Office Action asserts that 'the •constraints' are interpreted to be 
essentially the same as private attributes." (Office Action: pg. 3). 

4. However, nowhere does Szabo disclose or suggest that XModifier 302 or 
its corresponding constraints are included as part of the specifigationirf 
base geometry object 224 

a) As best understood, XModifier 302 is simply another modifier 
component (such as taper modifier 228 and bend modifier 226) 
that may be applied by a user on top of base geometry obj ect 224 
in modifier stack 214 to generate a derived object 

b) Thus, XModifier 302 and its corresponding constraints are defined 
by a user during the process of creating a derived object from a 
base object : XModifier 302 is not included in the specification the 
base geometry object itself 

5. Further, Szabo fails to disclose or suggest "wherein values for the plurality 
of private attributes of the second obi ect cannot be modified bv users of 
the first file " as recited in amended claim 1 

6. As described above, XModifier 302 is simply a stack component that is 
defined by a user that is referencing base geometry object 224 to create a 
derived object (e.g,, user of the first file) 

a) The user is free to remove XModifier 302 from modifier stack 214, 
or relocate it to a different position within the stack. (Szabo: col. 
20, lines 48-62) 

b) Accordingly, the user may freely modify or eliminateJhe 
constraints imposed by XModifier 302 
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